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    Warragul North Primary School 

     ASTHMA 
    Policy
Rationale:

Asthma is a relatively common and potentially life-threatening condition. Asthma attacks involve a narrowing of the airways making it difficult to breath. Children and adults with asthma may require daily or additional medication (particularly after exercise).  Triggers can include exercise, colds, smoke, pollens, cold air, dust and spray deodorants. It is therefore important for all staff members to be aware of asthma, it’s symptoms and triggers, and the management plan for asthma in a school environment.
Aims:

· To provide a safe and healthy school environment that takes into consideration the needs of all students, including those who may suffer from asthma.
· To raise community awareness about asthma and the school’s asthma management policy.
· To engage with parents/carers of students who suffer from asthma, regarding asthma management requirements for the individual student.

· To ensure that First Aid and Outside School Hours Care staff have adequate knowledge about asthma, and the school’s policy and procedures in responding to a student suffering from an asthma attack.

Implementation:

· Professional development will be provided for first aid staff at least every three years on the nature, prevention and treatment of asthma attacks. Such information will also be displayed appropriately around the school.

· The principal will ensure through consultation with the parents/carers that all students diagnosed with asthma must provide the school with an up to date Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan completed by the student’s medical practitioner.

· The Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan will be in place as soon as practicable after the student enrols, (and where possible before their first day of school.).

· The Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan will also set out the following:

· Information about the diagnosis, including the type of allergy or allergies the student has (based on a diagnosis from a medical practitioner).

· The student’s individual asthma plan will be reviewed, in consultation with the student’s

parents/ carers:

· annually
· if the student’s condition changes, or

· immediately after a student has severe asthma at school.

· It is the responsibility of the parent to:

· provide the Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan from their medical practitioner
· Inform the school if their child’s medical condition changes, and if relevant provide an updated plan.
· Provide up to date medication and spacer as described in the Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan.
· The principal will be responsible for ensuring that a communication plan is developed to provide information to all staff, students and parents about asthma and the school’s asthma management policy.
· A delegated staff member will be responsible for checking reliever medication expiry dates and the date of action plans

· A complete and up to date list of students with Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plans will be maintained in the first aid room.

· Asthma medication and spacers will be stored in clearly labelled containers, and a copy of the students Action Plan, will be stored in the sick bay.

· Asthma medication will be administered as per the details on the individual child’s Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan
· Any administration of asthma medication will be recorded in the “Daily First Aid” register.

· WNPS will maintain a supply of reliever asthma medication and spacers, along with clear instructions on how to administer asthma medication, for use in the event of a first-time asthma attack, or as a back-up.
· If no plan is available children are to be sat down, reassured, administered 4 puffs of a shaken reliever puffer (blue canister) delivered via a spacer – inhaling 4 deep breaths, wait 4 minutes, if necessary administer 4 more puffs and repeat the cycle.  An ambulance must be called if there is no improvement after the second 4-minute wait period, or if it is the child’s first known attack. Parents must be contacted whenever their child suffers severe asthma attack, or if the child is requiring the asthma medication more frequently at school.
     Resources:  

· Asthma Foundation Victoria’s School Asthma Action Plan
Evaluation:

· This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s five -year review cycle

This policy was ratified at school council on 15th August 2017








